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OPENING OF PARLIAMENXT.

The Leristative Councill miel at three
dclock pan., pursuant to proclamalion,
which was read by the Clerk of Parlia-
menis.

THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
His Excellency Sir Frederick G. D.
Bedford. G.C.B., ertcied the Couneil
Chamber shortly after three o’clock; and
the members of the Legislative Assembly
having also attended in the Chamber
obediently to summons, His Excelleney
delivered the following Speech:—
Mr. President and Honourable Gentle-
men of the Legi-lative Council —
My, Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legis-
lative 1ssemblyy—
1. It bad been my
vou together earlier
mwinge fe

intention to cali
in the year. but
the abserwe of many Members

of Parhament from the State, and the
necessity for Western Australia being ve-
presented af the recent Conference of
Preiiers. 1 deemed such a course im-
practicable.

2. The opportune rains which have
hkeen general throughout our Pastoral and
Agricultural Areas give promise of a
progperons Hea<on, amdl every effort is
being put forward 1o secure permanent
zettlement on the soil. while the larze in-
crease n e number of settlers who have
taken np land inspires my Advisers with
every confidence as to the future of the
Htate.

3. During the past vear 803,200 acres
have been aecquired under Conditional
Purchase, providing homes for many new
preducers. and T amn econfident that the
vigorous and liheral policy of my .\d-
vicers will tend to a still farther inerease;
whilst at the same time the Amending
Land Legislation passed during the last
Session of Parliament will have the efiect
of securing a inore genuine development
of the jand now being alienated.

4. The extended provisions made
under the Aet amending the Agricultural
Bank Act, whereby financial assistance of
a liberal eharacter was rendered available
to all menuine settlers, has been carefully
administered, and taken advantage of o
a large extent hy all classes it was de-
signed to bensfit,
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3. My Advisers appreciate the fact
that the future of the Agrieultural Indus-
try is largely dependent on the more
general adoption of Mixed Farming, and
have therefore taken every imeasure to
encourage this develepment by wmaking
practical advice available to all those set-
tlers desiring it, ry introducing the best
strains of cattle switable to the require-
ments of the Dairy Farmer, and by a re-
duction of freights on leeal produce,
which should farther assist in this diree-
tion.

6. The Mining Industry (though
values won show a slight decline on the
two previous years) is in a very satis-
factory condition. The high market for
the bhaser metals has caused considerable
juquiry for these niinerals, and it is eon-
fidently anticipated that the early ex-
plottation of our vast resources of Tin,
Copper, and other Metals, will eonduce
to the prosperity of the State, and to
those concerned in the Mining Industry.

7. Mining Development during the
past year has progressed most success-
fully., At TRavensthorpe, in the Far
South. a promising field has heen ener-
getieally developed ; long-closed Mines
i the Northampton District have heen
re-opened ; gralifying possibilities in
Copper, Tin, and Antimony are within
legitimate expectation in the Novth-West ;
whilst in the Far Noarth the discovery of
Copper at Derby opens up a new and
hitherto unknown Mineral avea, which in
thme will add its quota of wealth to the
State.

5. Tp to date we have produced Gold
to the value of £74,354,343, and other
Minerals valued at £1,677,568; whilst
Dividends amounting to £16,461,915 have
been disbursed. The value of Gold won
last year amounted to £438 for every
man employed in our Gold Mines, and
the satisfactory development in the deep
levels of many of the properties proves
conclusively that the lodes not only live,
but earry high values at great depths.

9. Magnificent as has hbeen the de- -

velopment of the Pastoral Industry
during the past 10 years, the present
Season is eonfidently expected to eclipze
all previous reeords.
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10. The very large increase in the
number of Stock within the State has
impressed my Advisers with the necessity
of giving immediate eonsideration to the
establishment of Freezing Works at
those Ports where an export trade ean
be encouraged and improved. Irereased
Harbour Facilities are being provided at
the more important points of shipment,
while a Stock Route is being opened
from the Kinberleys to the Eastern Gold-
fields.

11. A Conference of Premiers, at
Wwhich this State was represented, took
place during last month at Brisbane, for
the puarpose of dealing with many mat-
ters of grave coneern, and more particu-
larly with a view to considering the
Federal Treasurer’s proposals in regard
to the future finaneial relations between
the Commonwealth and the States.

12. My Ministers regret that no set-
{lement which can be deemed satisfae-
tory (o this State was arrived at.

13. My Advisers having decided not
to renew the engagement of Mr. George
as Commnissioner of Railways, an amend-
ment of the Railways Act will be intro-
dueed enabling the Government to pay
an increased salary to the occupant of
that important Office, who it is desived
should he a vecognised authority of wide
experience in Railway management.

14. During the past year the Works
authorised by Parliament have been pro-
ceeded with, and a vast amount of work
has heen either ecompleted ox is in eonrse
of construetion. The railways from
Katanning to Kajonup, from Wagin fo
Dumbleyung, and from Goomalling to
Dowerin  have lDeen completed and
hauded over to the Working Railways.
The Collie-Narrogin Railway has beeu
completed from Narrogin to Darkan,
and it s anticipated that the whele see-
tion will be completed within three
months ; and the Armadale-Jandakot
line will be open for traffic at an early
date. Tenders have been let for the first
seetion of the Coolgardie-Norseman line,
and a start has been made with the eon-
struction of the Ravensthorpe-Hopetoun
line; whilst tenders will be called for
the construciion of the main work during
the eurrent month, A contract bas also
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been let for the (reenhills-Quairading,
and a ecommencement made with the
Donnybrook-Preston Iine. In addition
to the Agrieultural and Mining Railways
already referred to, the Metropolitan
Sewerage Scheme, Harbours, Buildings,
Bridges, und other Improvements in
various parts of the State, amounting in
the aggregate to £600,000, are now in
course of construclion.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Legislative Assembly—

15. It will be necessary to ask you
to grant temporary supplies for the re-
quirements of the Public Service, pend-
ing the passage of the Estimates of
Revenne and Expenditure for the en-
suing Finaneial Year, which will be pre-
sented to you at an early date.

16, A measure for the imposition of
a Tax on the Unimproved Value of Land,
which my advisers consider necessary to
secure a proper adjustment of the Fi-
nances of the State, will be again sub-
mitted for vour sanection.

17. During the past year our Revenue
fell short of the estimated amount to a
considerable extent, thereby producing
a deficit on the year’s transactions. My
Advisers are confident that with the
adoption of their Financial Proposals
{o maintain the Revenue, together with
perseverance in the paths of Administra-
tive economy pursued during the past
vear, the Finances of the State will be
placed in a satisfactory position.

BIr. President and Honourable Gentle-
men of the Legislative Council—

Mr, Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Legislative Assembly—

18. Several important measures will
be Lrought forward for your considera-
tion, included in which will be an am-
endment of the Constitution, providing
for a reduction of the Franchise of the
Legislative Council ; an amending Elect-
oral Bill, having for its object the secur-
ing of pure rolls; and a measwre to
amend the Mining Aet, giving greaier
Security of Tenure, the registration of

Treatment Plants, and the construction -

of Mining
19. The
Arbitration

Tramways.
necessity for amending the
Aet has become very ap-
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parent, and you will be asked to con-
sider and determine the best methods to
be adopted in the seitlement of indus-
trial disputes.

20. Recent revelations have rendered
it necessary to secure more efficient Pro-
tection for Infant Life than has hitherto
prevailed, and it is hoped that the mea-
sure drafted by my Advisers will prove
thoronghly satisfactory.

21. A Bill providing for the better
supervision of the Liquor Traffie, and
embeodying the principle of Local Option,
together with measnres for the amend-
ment of the Public Service, Health,
Road Boards, Workers’ Compensation,
and Local Court Aects, will also engage
your attention, as well as other legisla-
tive proposals of lesser importanece.

22, The more important Railway
Proposals you will be called upon to deal
with are those for the construction of
Railways from Port Hedland to Marble
Bar, and from Mount Magnet to Black
Range, while Bills for the authorisation
of several of the Railways provided for
in the Loan Act of last Session will be
submitted for vour consideration.

23. The works proposed for this year
include the completion of the Claremont
Hospital for the Insane, the extension of
the Goldfields Water Supply Main to the
Agricultural towns of York and Beverley,
the Fremantle Dock, the erection of three
much-required Lighthouses on the North-
West Coast, the Kalgoorlie Abaitoirs,
the vigorous prosecution of the works
connected with the Sewerage of the
Metropolitan Area, and the thorough
testing of the North-West for Artesian
Water Supplies.

24, In the early part of the year a
Board was appointed to consider and re-
port upon the best method of obtaining
for the Metropolitan area a supply of
water from the hills. The Board’s la-
beurs are nearing completion, and as
soon as its proposals are before my
Advizers the question will receive im-
mediate attention.

23. The unfortunate dispute in the
Timber Industry, which has retarded in-
dustrial matters to a considerable extent,
has now happily terminated, and my
Ministers frust that the country may look
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forward to an extended term of Indus-
trial peace in eounection with this im-
portant industry.

T now declare this third Session of
the Sixth Parliament of Western Aunstra-
lia opened, and frust that, aided by
Divine direction, your labour will prove
of material service to the State.

The Governor then retired, and the
President (Hon. H. Briggs) took the
Chair.

ELECTION RETURN—NORTH
PROVINCE.

The President announced the retuwrn of
writ, issued during the recess, for the
alection of a member for the North I’ro-
vinee in the plaee of Sir E. H. Witkien-
oom, resigned, showing that the Hon,
Richard William Pennefather, K.C., had
been duly elected.

Hon. R. W. Pennefather took the oath
and subseribed the roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary :. Reporls
and Returns in aecordance with Rail-
ways Act; Jetty Regulations and Wharf-
age Rates and Dues operating from 10th
June, 1907; Report of the Public Works
Department for half-year ended June,
1506 ; Report of Labour Bureau for the
vear ended December last ; Government
Railways By-law No. 54, rules and regu-
lations operating as from 1st June last;
Regulations for control and management
of the Oyster Pear] Bank contained in
the Govermuent reserves in Useless Inlet,
Shark Bay ; Report of Mines Depart-
ment for year 1906

STANDING ORDERS REVISION.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL brought up the
report of the Standing Orders Com-
mittee in regard to the revision of the
Standing Orders relating to Publie
Business.

Report received and ordered to be
printed ; the adoption of the report to
be an order for the next sitting of the
House.

BILL—MARINE INSURANCE.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) : In order to assert and

[COUNCIIL.]
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maintain the undoubted rights and pri-
vileges of this House to initiate legisla-
tion, T move for leave to introduce a
Bill for an Aet to codify the laws relat-
ing to Marine Insurance.

Leave given ; the Bill introdueed. and
read a first time.

DEBATE—ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Motion to Adopt.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER
(North) : Mr. President, this is the first
time I bave had the honour of address-
ing you in this Chamber, but I eannot
help reflecting that it revives old asso-
ciations with another place. T have not
had an opportunity of eongratulating
you on your elevation to the Chair : per-
mit me on this oceasion, although late,
to do so, and I do so with great pleasure.
The Speeeh we have heard delivered in
this Chamber is marked by two charne-
teristic qualities whieh I think will com-
mend it to members. The first keynote
that it strikes is one of buoyancy, and
the second is a temperament of sanguine
hope in the gloom whick no doubt has
oppressed us for many a month past.
It is pleasant to hear these cheerful
sounds because they may stimulate us,
and others outside this Chamber, to do
the best we possibly ean to advance ihe
interests of the State, and to endeavour,
although late in the day, to repair some
of the great.injuries whieh, I regret to
say, have been inflicted on the Stute
by our precipifate action in join-
ing the Federal Commonwealth. When
federation was in the air, it was impos-
sible to attend a public meeting and nat
hiear the advocates of lhe union poiut
out to the people that the miliennium
would, in all probability, arrive directly
we joined federation. Many hupeful
things were said, many of them were
fully believed by the speakers ; but, alas,
those people—if there zre any in chis
Chamber to-day, and at all events [
know that there are some outside of it—
confess that things have sadly changed,
that hope has been deferred, and that
the reward they fondly hoped for is just
as distant now as if it were a will-o'-the
wigp, I am glad to have been able to
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point out. in reterring to one paragrapl
of the Address, that it is a fortunate
thiny for this State that no decision was
arvived at by the recent Conference at
Brishane which was detrimental to the
inlerests of this Staute. The fact that
no decision at all was arrived at in re-
gard to the future financial relations
hetween thé Commonwealth and the
States is a source of satisfaetion which
we appreciate ; for if a decision disas-
trous to our interests had been come to,
it would ne doubt have told against us
powerfully in the Federal Parliament.
It ix a sufficient exeuse for and answer
to any criticism that has been levelled
at the Government for delaying the open-
mg of this Parliament, that the Premier
and the other Minister who aeecompanied
him should he enabled to altend the Con-
ference. It was necessary, indeed abso-
lutely necessary, that this State should
be represented at the Conference, be-
eanse small though our representation
is in the House of Representatives and
co-equal as it 18 with the other States in
the Senate, vet the former hody having
the initiative and voice (so to speak)
has sueh a preponderaling influence in
favour of the Eastern States; an in-
fluenee which 1 regret to acknowledge
has heen exercised in a way hostile to us
at the ouizet, or at any rate one that
has not developed the friendly feeling
which we all fondly heped that federa-
tion would bring about. 1t is pleasing to
remark that in paragraph 3 of the
Speech it is pointed out that se large
an area as over S00,000 acres has been
taken up under conditional purehase.
That indicates, if such indication were
needed, that the Lands Departinent and
the Government generally are alive to
the necessity for placing settlers on the
land. and it is of the uimost satisfaciion
te see that their efforis have. so far,
heen crowned with suecess. The next
paragraph to whiech I wish to direet at-
tention—and this only in a small way,
for I know there are many other mem-
bers who will direct themselves at some
length to it—is ihe necessity that has
arisen for the Government to stimulate,
to foster, and to develop the farming
industry and the agrieultural industry

[4 Juoy, 1807.]
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to refer

generally. T  desire more
particularly to the efforis made to
raise the standard of dairy stock. 1Vhen

I first read of that in the Press I thought
it was an excellent move in the right
direction. This State, although slow to
enter the field, will, before long, be able
to hold its own., The three great indus-
iries brought forward prominenily in
the Speech, aceording o the order of
importance in whieh they are placed, are
the pastoral, agrieultural, and mineral.
The last-named should have beld the
foremost place, for yvou will agree with
me that if we have rezard o the great
development that has taken place in this
State sinee the diseovery of gold, mining
has to the present day been the prineipal
industry of the State.  For our great
prosperity in the past, for our hope-
fulness that it will be continued in
the future, we are indebted, if not
entirely, to a very large extent,
to the discovery of gold and other
minerals.  Although it takes third place
in ovder of precedence, perhaps uniu-
fenfionally, the industry has, it is satis-
factory to note, been hrought into great
prominence owing to the development in
connection with the haser metals doring
the past twelve or eighteen months.
The merease mn the value of these com-
modities has shown that there is a great
future, hitherto unsuspected, for the min-
eral wealth of the State. Nowadays the
talk of the mining man is all about cop-
per and tin, gold cceupying only a third
place, and there is no doubt from what
I have seenn myself. from what others
in this Chamber have seen, that this coun-
try possesses as regards the haser metals
larger deposits in eomparison with its
territory—and that is very large—than
any other State of Australia. The in-
dustry needs that stimmulation which the
Government seem anxious to give it. and
I am glad to take advantage of this op-
portunity of iendering a sincere compli-
ment to the Government for doing their
best to foster this greai industry which,
I hope, will bring about a revival of that
prosperity in which we all duly shared
in the past and of which we were proud
io boast. The Speech is long but not by
any means wearisome. 1 Jdo not intend
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om this oceasion to attempt to dwell at
any great length upon all the paragraphs
of that Speech—for otherwise my task
would be a tedious one and an undue tax
upon the attention of hon. members—but
T would like to refer to a few of them.
Paragraph 9 deals with the development
of the pastoral industry and confidently
anticipates an even brighter future. There
is no doubt that the pastoral industry in
the North-West portion of the State—
for which 1 have the honour te be one
of the representatives—is in a flourishing
condition, and I am sorry that ecertain
information which I possess with regard
to it is not inserted in the Speech. T will
announce the information, however, and
that is that, in consequence of the suve-
cessful operations of boring for artesian
water in the Carnarvon and Ashburton
districts last year, no less than 2,000,000
acres of land have been taken up for pas-
toral purposes. That is undoubtedly very
pleasing information. I mention it alse
with this object, that the Government
might see their way to assist many of the
smaller settlers who have ventured to
those parts and who bave not sufficient
capital themselves to sink deep bores.
The bores vary in depth from 300 to
1,200 feet and it needs a considerable sum
of money to tap water at such a depth.
If representations were mmade to the Gov-
ernment and they decided to assist those
settlers either by giving them £ for £
spent in boring or a contribution in the
shape of interest on capital sunk, the
State would suffer no loss. By this means
the small pastoralist would be able to
more than hold his own, he would make
his holding a valuable one and, neces-
sarily, ihere would follow indirectly on
hig prosperity, that of the State as well.
This is a matter whieh I have thought of
for some time, and I hope sincerely that
the Colonial Seeretary will bring it soon
before his colleagues. The cstablishment
of freezing works, which 1 see referred
to in paragraph 10 of the Speech, is par-
tienlarly pleasing to me as one of the
members for the district and I think it
will greatly assist the small eattle raiser.
[Hon. J. A. Thomson: There are none.]
I um told there are none. I doubt that,
in fact, I know to the contrary, for there

[COUNCIL.}
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are many of them and these gentlemen
have always complained to me that one
of their difficulties has been that, when
they drafted the cattle they desired to
send fo market, they found invariably
that all the space available on the steam-
ers had been taken up and they were eom-
pelled either to sell to the large loeal
man, who had command of the shipping
facilities and the market, or to drive the
cattle overland for considerable distances.
The Government are doing a wise thing
in establishing these freezing works, as
they will assist greatly the pastoral in-
dustry.  Paragraph 13 of the Speech
deals with the receni alterations in the
management of the railways and refers
to the inlention of the Government
to bring in an amending Railways
Bill. Having vead in the Press
not so very long ago, sowe cogent,
trenchant and lucid articles written by
Mr. Chinn, members will, I feel sure,
realise that these representations have
borne fruit. Undoubtedly the Railways
Depariment is the greatest revenue pro-
dueing one the State possesses at present,
and it is also the Department that ex-
pends the greatest amount of noney ;
therefore it behoves every member of
the community to interest himself deeply
in the management of that system.
When we learn that, although the rail-
way system does not much execeed 1,600
miles, and that Queensland, which has 2
similar gaunge to ours, has a mileage ex-
ceeding ours by two miles to one, that
although onr railways earn over £50,000

a year more in traffic than ihose of
Queensland, nvevertheless the expendi-

ture on this railway system of ours
is over £300,000 in excess of that of
Queensland, it will be realised that the
arlicles in question plaee the position in
a nutshell. Exenses may be offered and
it s snggested that wages are higher here
than in Queensland. TUndoubtedly they
are 15 per cent. higher, but against that
there are many things in favour of this
State. There is for instance the faet,
as I am informed, thai sleepers, whieh
form sueh a prominent item in railway
maintenance. are 21 per ceut. cheaper
here than in Queensland; therefore the
extra éxpenditure in wages is more than
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connterbalanced by the saving we make
in the price of sleepers. Again, it is
shown that the cost of stationery, oil, and
waste for our railways is £21,000 more
in this State than in Queensland. At the
same time let me remind you that Queens-
land has 1,450 more rolling stock than we
possess and twice the mileage has to be
travelled there than here. Ii is only by
comparisons of this kind that we are able
to realise what I must confess is the dis-
astrous managewent of our rallway sys-
tem. There has been extravagance of
an unchecked order, and the sooner it is
checked fthe better for the community.
Had the railways been properly and
efficiently managed there would have
been no necessity to bring down measures
for the taxation of land or commodities.
I see that it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to appoint a Cotumissioner of
Railways of great experience. I hope
that hon. members will give a close study
to this subjeet, and I am sure that the
Government will see the importance of
the question. If the railway system is
to be carried on without radieal changes
being effected, there is no doubt what-
ever Lhat one Commissicner would be
enough; buf you must recollect this—a
Commissioner or the body of people who
will take control must go through the
whole serviee, root and branch, and how
can they, withont local knowledge, achieve
anything except by extreme labonr and
great waste of time, especially consider-
ing the fact that they cannot expect any
sympathy from a staff which has been
jdentified with mismanagement in the past.
Therefore I do think it wounld be in the
interest of the State, and of the Railway
Department in partienlar, that however
great the attainments of one Commis-
sioner may be, his colleagues ought
to be men of good loeal knowledge, for
they would give him the benefit of their
experience, which only time can teach a
man. There 15 a tendeney fo go abroad
for everything that is wanted in the
Staie; that has been the case in the past,
and it may be perpetuated in the future.
But local knowledge may he a great fae-
tor towards bringing about a strict sys-
tem of amending that which has been
guing to waste, T notice in paragraph

14 Juy, 1907.]
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18, amongst the important measures fo
be brought forward are mauy ¢ld familiar
faces to members of this Chamber, some
new, some old. Tn fact this Speech, I
may term it, is a bappy blending, a judi-
cious blending of old and new measuves,
old and new spirits, and the question
arises whether these shall be taken neat
or in a diluted econdition. We have the
perennial attack on this Chamber—the
reduction of its franchise. That is very
old. As lomg as I was in another
place it always was a stock piece in
the Governor's Speeeh. There are
many members who may helieve that
a reduction may be made and oihers
who think differently; others think that
this is an atiempt to get the tbin end
of the wedge in this Chamber to burst it
up. I may, with the modesty of a young
member, be permitted to emphasise that
it is no doubt the thin end of the wedge.
It 15 only by reducing the franchise to
bring it almost on a level with another
House that an opportunity is given for
this Chamber to abolish itself, otherwise
the Sovereign and no otfher persen would
think of venturing to interfere with our
rights and privileges. This Chamber
will have itself to blame if anything hap-
peus fo it in that vespect. Therefore T
think we should take a firm stand, un-
mistakably, and say that any farther re-
duction of the franchise of this House
will only lead to disaster in the State;
and I may also say that such a change
in our Constitution I hope you, or I, or
any other mzmber may not live to see,
Tt is intended, T see in paragraph 19,
to amend the Arbiltration Aet. I hope
when the member who represents the
Government biings that measure down
he will not be too precipitate, for no
doubt a great deal of soreness is felt in
regard to the working of the Act in con-
sequence of some of the late awards.
It is to be hoped the amendment will
serve to mellow the feelings of those
who lhoped ibat the Arbitration Aect
would bring about a general paeificatory
state for everything that labour suffered
from, ond that labour would lie along-
side capital and eapital would have the
hand of labour always in its hand. It
is to he hoped that afier a little time
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the soremess will wear away. I was
one of the persons vespounsible for bring-

ing in the first Arbitration Ael in an-
other place, and I do think after

a little more use of the machinery the
people will begin to see that it can be
used for certain fair purposes and ean-
not be used as a bludgeon, but that if
honest argumenis and differences are eon-
fined to it, it will work the cure expeefed
of it. The 20tk paragraph vefers to
measures that the Government inlend fo
bring tforward for the protection of in-
faut life. Bvery moember will aoree ihat
such a Bill will be Lighly aceeplable. It
will do a lot of good in protecting those
infants who are left, I regret to say, to
those unfeeling people who bhave no in-
terest in them excepl to make the greatest
amount of money out of their existenee.
Any one of the weasures named i para-
graph 21 will occcupy the attention of
the House for weeks or months, and how
it s possible, unless of course it is in-
tended to sit into the middle of next vear,
to get throngh them I ecunnct see. 1 see
a reference {0 an_amendment of ihe Loeal
Courts Act, and sueh amendiment is not
to be brought forward a bit too soon. I
would like the Govermiment to bring the
Bill down as soon as possible for it is
a sadly needed amendment. The fees
charged under the Loeal Courts Aer are
far too high, thus defeating the end for
which the Courts were created. Dealing
with this there iz a matter which I must
hring before members in some liftle
detail. We have a svsiem of dual ap-
pointuents prevailing on the coast of the
State.  The resident magistrate is in-
variahly the resident medical officer, whe
in the remole parts s a power in him-
sell. Te has Lwo great functions to per-
form, and it 15 found that a gentleman oe-
cupving the position of resident magis-
trate siis on the bench to hear eases, and
then has to leave the bench te go into
the witness box to wive evidence in the
eare on whieh.he 13 adjudicating, and
afrerwards goes bhaek on the heach and
adjudicates upon it. A ease oecnrred re-
cently in which a resident magisirale was
adjudicaling in company with {wo lon-
orary magistrates.  During the hearing
of the case it was necessary to establish
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that the injury ihe man complained of
was received intentioually and not acei.
dentally as the defendant wanted to make
out. The vesident magistrate having pre-
vious knowledge of the facts of the ense
and having attended the man as his medi-
cal attendant, leaves the bench and woes
inte the wituess box and explains to his
brother magistrates how  impossible it
was for the man’: injuries to have been
veeeived accidentally, and that they must
have been intentionally inflicied.  Hav-
ing satistied his brolher magislrates that
his view of the, case was eorreet the mag-
istrate resumes his seal on the henech,
adjudieates, fines the defendanl a sum of
money with eleven guineas eosts, most of
which went, as medieal expenses, to the
vesident magistrate. I say the sooner
that system 18 abolished the better. It
is nore than a joke on the unfortunate
people who have to put up with it. T think
the Government should hear this in mind
thal ne matter what sum of money they
expend they should not economise to
sueh an extent as will altow justice to
become a travesty. I venture to think
the Government onght at the earliest
apportunity alter that state of things in
that particular town, and in many towns
along the evast where one gentleman is
fulfilling the two funetions, 1  heard
about this case on cvery side when I
went 1te the district, and the sooner the
Government change,  that system the
hetter for the pure adiministration of
justice. Before I stt down I would like
te say oue word in favour of the two
areal roailways that the Government in-
tend lo undertake, the railway from Port
Hedland to Marble Bar and the railway
from Mount Magnet to Black Range.
Dealing more particulavly with the rail-
way that affects wy district, everything
depends an the celerily with which the
(fovernment  will carry out this work.
Undoubtedly an influx of population will
set in there. Between the mines and the
coast is an impossible streteh of sand
which would do credit to the Sahara if
it came from that quarter. It makes
pitiabie the condition of the people living
on the coast who have unfortunately to
eart goods across the sandy desert. 1F
the (toverunent broughl down this Bill



Addrees-in-Reply :

early in the session we should make sure
of its passing into law, and no measure,
I venture io say, that will be brought
befare the House will do more to speed-
ilv remove lhe depression under which
we are suffering than a Bill for the eon-
struction of this railway. 1 fhink the
first tide of prospevity thal will hegin
fo flow will ¢ome from the North-West
direction. As soon as the Government
give facilities for developing that place,
the people will produce wealth to such an
extent that population will flow there
and afford a large market for the pro-
ducts of the Southern porvtion of the
Stare, and help, in a large degree, to
bring about the prosperity we had be-
fore we jomed federation. Three light-
houses along the coast are to be estab-
lished, and none too seon. We have
had some wrecks partly due to their
want.  Also the testing of the North-
West artesian wafter supplies is a matter
to vommend itselt to my enlleagnes re-
presenting the district, and all {he people
inferested in pastoral pursuits. I will
not venture to say more; I have touched
on a few of the salient features of the
Speech, but before sitting down 1 should
like to refer to one or two subjects
which, although wnot mentioned in the
Speecl, are maiters worthy the eon-
sideration of Lthe Government. The first
15 the barbarous eondiiion in whieh our
Statutes are at the present time. Time
after lime it has heen mentioned that the
Statutes ought to be eonsolidated. Mem-
bers are aware that many of our Acts
were adopted from the Imperial statute-
book, but when one looks at our
statute-books one does not find them, and
it one wants fo find them one will have
to go to some large library where sowme
person who ean afford them has themw.
Why not have our Statute law in our
own books 7 Some of the amendments
are scatteved over variows volumes, and
it will take a dayv or two on the part of
some experienced person to find oui the
Statute law on any given subject, I
think the Government would be wise to
at once start about the consolidation of
our Statutes. T hope the Government
will take the first opportunity te make a
start with our university. The trustees
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have been endowed with u large eatent
of very valuable land, and many of us
have interested ourselves in the establishi-
ment of this nstitution. A large sum
of money is sent out of the State an-
nually to pay for examinations, and I
venture fo think that in population, in
development, anid in universal knowledge
this State is in a satisfactory econdition
to starl its own university. At first the
cost will not be anything, beeause in the
heginning the university would he an ex-
amination institute. The last subject on
whielt T will say a few wards is the ques-
tion of the aborigines. It is an old gues-
tHon, and I have taken much troubie when
travelling through the North-West to
find out whether there is much to com-
plain of in the treaiment of these un-
fortunate people. The econelusion I
have come to is that the aborigines have
been well treated by the pastoralists and
by the white men; but that the system
which prevails at present nnder which
these unforlunate ereatures, for frifling
offences such as cattle-spearing, are suh-
jeeted to chains night and day, is, I ven-
ture to sav, repellant to our instinets as
Britishers. I have seen these people,
some of them fine specimens of humanily,
lined wp 0 a long room, 30 or 40 on
each side, in a state vf natuve exeept for
a cloth round Uheir loins, chained two by
two, s¢ that wherever one went the oiher
must aecompany him.  The native is
taken out in the morning at 6 or 6.30
o’cloek, chained to another man, dragged
with him in ehains day nfter day, and
haz to sleep with hun 1o chains
night after might. The marvel is, that
the hatred of one man towards another
has not broken out into murder long ago.
This is a terrible way to treat these men;
and some ollier system must be adopted
in order to keep our reputation for
humane treatment of these unfortunale
creafures. We should recollect that it is
their countrv we are oceupving. and
that every year their hunting grounds
and their means of maintaining them-

selves  are heing  ecirewnseribed. i
is natural that, if they epnnat et
the ganie whieh natnre provides for
them, thev chould seek for other

food. What is the remedy? We should
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be more huwmane than we have been
in the past; we should not treat them
like common white eriminals, but we
should try and teach them as we would
teach ehildren, for, after all, they are
childven botb by nature and habit. The
Government should establish plancations
at considerable distances from the large
eenires—to establich them in towns would
he fatal for the working oul of the sys-
tem. At these pilantations robber trees,
cotton plants, and tropical fruits could be
grown, and after a while the Government
would be able to make the control of ths
aborizines a self - supporting  scheme,
That would he the class of labour that the
aborigines woald have the least objection
to. It goes to a man’s heart now to see
the natives led through ihe streecis chained
to one another wilh a hopelsss, dejected
look in their countenances. The sugges-
tions I have made, if carried out, wounld
do something to mitigate the conditions
of the aborigines. I know that it is a
very dangerous subject for a member for
& northern part of the State to touch up-
on; but the feelings of humanity cannot
be repressed by such a cousideration. I
trust that the Colonial Secretary will soon
bring the matter under the notice of the
Minister for Agriculture. I have already
‘spoken to the Honorary Minister about it,
also to Mr. Despeissis, the expert of the
Department, and I have their sympathy
in the matter. If this innovation in the
treatment of the aborigines is carried cut
it will do something to alleviate the ter-
rible misery we ave inflicting, if indirectly,
on a suffering race. I am sorry that T
have spoken much longer than I had in-
tended. In conclusion, T beg to move the
adoption of the following Address in re-
ply to the Speech of His Excelleney:—

To His Kacellency Admirel Sir Fred-
erick (ieorge Denham Bedford,
Enight Grand Cross of the Most
Honourable Order of the Bath,
Governor in and over the State
of Western Australia and its De-
pendencies, elc., elc.

May it Please Your Iixcellency—

We the Legislative Council of the Par-
Yiament of the State of Western Australia,
in Parliament qssembled, beg lo express

[ASSEMBLY.)

Opening of Session.

our loyalty to our Most Gracious Sove-
reign, and to thank your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased to ad-
dress to Parliament.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD (Metro-
politan-Suburban) : At this juncture, I
heg formally to second the motion moved
by Mry. Pennefather.

On motion by the Hon. . Maley, de-
bate adjourned until the next sitting.

ADJOURNMENT. °

On motion by the Colonial Secretary,
the House adjourned until the next Tues-
day aflternoon at 4.30 o'clock.

Legislative Essembly,
Thursday, ﬂh July, 1907
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Amendment, 12,

Addregas-in-Reply (debu.ta). Motion to ndopt ... 1L

OPENING OF THIRD SESSION.

The Legislative Assembly met at three
o’clock 'p.m., pursuant to Proclamation,
which was read by the Clerk.

In obedience to summons, Mr. Speaker
(Hon. T. F. Quinlan) and hon. mem-
bers proceeded to the Legislative Couneil
Chamber; and having heard His Exeel-
leney deliver the opening Speech (vide
Council report, ante), they returned fto
the Assembly Chamber. Mr. Speaker
reported to the House what had been
done.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Government Labour
Bmeau—ﬂepott of SBuperintendent for
1906; 2, Regulations for the Sharks Bay
Pearl Shell Fishery; 3, By-laws passed
by the Municipalities of Beverley, Boul-
der, Claremont, East Fremantle, Fre-
mantle, Leonora, Perth, South Perth,
Subiaco, and Vietoria Park; 4, Depart-
ment of Mines—Report for 15306; 5,
Regulations under the [nspection of



